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Retiree Center Save the Date

Vol. 6 Issue 4

November 11 | WSU Jazz Ensemble and select Jazz MN soloists, 7:30 p.m., PAC Main Stage, Free Admission
November 12 | JazzMN Jazz Orchestra, 7:30 p.m., PAC Main Stage, Adults $18, Students/Seniors $10
November 17 | WSU Chamber Orchestra: Paul Vance-Conductor, 7:30 p.m., PAC Main Stage, Free Admission

Living History Creates a Legacy

November 18 | Men's Basketball Home Opener vs Simpson College, 7 p.m., McCown Gym
November 19 | Women's Basketball Home Opener vs Viterbo University, 3 p.m., McCown Gym
November 20 | Winona Oratorio Chorus presents: Handel's "Judas Maccabeus", Harry Mechell, Conductor,
3:00 p.m., Adults: $15 in advance ($18 at the door), Students: $10 in advance ($12 at the door)
December 2 | WSU Jazz Ensemble Holdiay Dance, 7 p.m. West Field Golf Club (1460 W. 5th St, Winona), donation
at the door. Put on your dancing shoes and join us for an evening of music and fun. Benefits Friends of Jazz and
local charity.
December 9 | WSU Commencement Ceremony - all colleges - 10:30 a.m., McCown Gym, Contact President's
Office for special seating: Karen Northam, 457.5472 or WSU Retiree Center, Ann Kohner, 457.5565
January 27 | SAVE THE DATE! Friends of Jazz fundraiser featuring New Orleans trumpeter, Leon "Kid Chocolate"
Brown, and local area musicians--Watch website www.winonastatejazz.com for updates

WSU Retiree Center
1st floor of the Alumni House
227 W. Wabasha St.
Winona State University
PO Box 5838
Winona, MN 55987
Telephone: 507-457-5565
E-mail: akohner@winona.edu
Home page:
www.winona.edu/retiree
Interim Director: Ann Kohner
Office Manager: Nancy Amann
Student Assistant: Heidi Kelley

WSU Retiree Center
Winona State University
PO Box 5838
Winona, MN 55987

WSU Retiree Center Mission
To support the mission of WSU and
enrich the campus community as well
as the lives of retired staff, faculty
and administration by providing
institutional connections between the
University and retirees who may wish
to continue their intellectual and social
participation in collegial life and
service to the University.
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We are pleased to announce the Living History Fall
2011 Premier to be held on Monday, December 5.
Professor Robin O’Callaghan and her talented
students have been conducting interviews with our
honorees and their colleagues, friends, and family.
The award winning Living History Project provides a
historical perspective through the eyes of our
dedicated and esteemed faculty and staff.
This year we honor four retired faculty and staff
members whose careers, while significantly different,
share a common thread – creating opportunities for
student success and access. Gary Grob’s lessons were
mostly taught on the baseball field where the
accomplishments of the team complemented
individual success, whether the player was raised on
a Wisconsin farm or Minneapolis’ inner city. Linda
Wood built the philanthropic bridges and cherished
relationships that, even today, provide scholarships
and support for our outstanding students, faculty
and staff. As professor and Chair of the English
department, James Nichols brought creative
approaches to curriculum and a diverse and talented
faculty to develop student success. Cal Winbush led
an effort to increase diversity awareness and
promote an environment where we celebrate
differences and make Winona State accessible to all.
Please join us on Monday, December 5, 2011, from
10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for the Living History
Premier. You may contact the Retiree Center at
507.457.5565 if you have questions or wish to RSVP.

Director's Note

Education | Service | Social

What a beautiful time of year – the trees in the front
yard of the Alumni House were gorgeous this fall
(and I didn’t have to rake the fallen leaves, which
makes it even better). A new family moved into the
home next door and they are working hard on the
house and landscaping. We are blessed to have our
offices in this idyllic setting.

Volunteer Opportunities
Elder Network

The Elder Network is looking for Peer Support volunteers to provide a community service for people age
55+ who are having difficulty meeting the challenges and adjustments associated with growing older,
including isolation, depression, relationship issues,
anxiety, retirement, grief, major health changes, etc.
Duties include:

The last couple of months seemed to go by in a
heartbeat! I want to thank Nancy Amann and Jim
Reynolds for passing on their knowledge, holding
 Trained older adult volunteers make weekly home
my hand when necessary, and making my transition visits to provide a listening ear, support and
to the WSU Retiree Center enjoyable.
encouragement for positive change.
 Help older adults to continue to enjoy
I have had the pleasure of meeting new people
independence through self-help approaches,
and getting reacquainted with old friends. The Fall planning and decision making.
Retiree Reunion was wonderful – interesting
 Help with connections to other community
conversations, good food, and even a few
programs and services.
Halloween costumes. Nancy and I invite you to stop
by the Retiree Center for a visit – you don’t have
Additionally, Respite volunteers are needed to help
to wait for a special event. We would love to hear
individuals and families who give continuous care to
about what you’ve been up to since retirement.
older adults who are homebound. Respite care
Perhaps you have ideas on Retiree Center
allows time for a caregiver to take a break with the
programming, classes or services. Please share
assurance their loved one is with a trained volunteer.
them with us.
There is still time to sign up for a fall semester
Senior University class – Three World Religions will
begin on November 29 and run through December
20. Spring class offerings and registration
information are in this newsletter – I am sure the
classes will fill soon, please sign up early.
As with any new endeavor, there is a lot to learn
and I am finding many chances to spread the word
about the great things our retirees are doing at the
University and within their communities. I have
begun a dialogue with the Dean’s Council and
Advising and Retention regarding avenues for WSU
retirees to contribute to the success of our
students and to campus life. I will keep you abreast
of emerging volunteer activities as these
conversations progress.
Until next month, take care and don’t be a stranger!
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Winona Area Retired Educators Assoc.

(WAREA) invites retired WSU faculty and staff to join
the Association. WAREA works for legislation which
improves annuities, health care, health insurance
and other benefits. Perhaps most importantly, at
this time, they have REAM (Retired Educators
Association of Minnesota) co-chairmen of their
legislative committee who are very active at the
state level making daily contacts with legislators.
Association members feel this is necessary to remain
informed about the status of educators' pensions.
Legislation update reports are presented at WAREA
meetings.

Education | Service | Social
gloves, thin enough I can change film in cameras. I
shoot from a tall tripod, as much as eight feet above
the ground, and I found setting up the metal tripod,
ladder, and camera nearly froze me. I would work for
10 minutes until my fingers hurt unbearably and then
sit in the truck with them against the heat vents until I
could feel them again. This is photography made slow,
often difficult, but immensely satisfying when the
result pays off.
Throughout the project, I worked to make
photographs that suggest stories. Photographs
themselves do not create or tell stories, but a
well-rendered image can prompt stories in the
reactions and memories of viewers. Who rides those
little twin bicycles in the yard of the house on 4th St.?
Why is that warehouse near Watkins split in two?
Having photographed coast to coast and road,
often in big cities where the hassle factor rises
dramatically, I found Winona to be a welcoming place
for a photographer. One day while photographing a
row of small houses on the west end, I spotted through
the viewfinder a woman emerging from one of them.
She looked a bit grim as she crossed the street toward
me, and I expected trouble. As she approached, she
asked, “Are you taking pictures?” Yes, I replied evenly.
“Would you like me to move my truck so you can get a
better view?”
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Patricia Malay
Maintanence
August 30, 2011

Herbert Nelsestuen
Maintenance
September 26, 2011

Lisa Serwa
Bookstore
August 31, 2011

We honor and mourn our University colleagues who have
recently died. We recognize the richness of each life, the gifts
these members have brought to many, and loss felt by family
and friends.
(Full obituaries available on the WSU Retiree Center Website:
www.winona.edu/retiree/memoriam.asp)
If you know of colleagues we have missed, please contact
Retiree Center at 507.457.5565, or send an email to
retiree@winona.edu.

The exhibit is at the Minnesota Marine Art Museum
until December 4. To see a larger selection of my work
in Winona, visit my website at drakehokanson.com.

Woodlawn Cemetery, Winona, Minnesota, May

Boat Houses, Latch Island, Winona Minnesota, October

If you are interested, please contact Jane Habeck at
jhabeck@widblue.net.
Jane Habeck, WAREA President

Necrology

Sugar Loaf, Winona, Minnesota, February
WSU Retiree Center Newsletter

Swan watch bus tour
Sunday, Nov13, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Leaving Kryzsko parking lot,
Visiting the Trempealeau Refuge
and Brownsville Overlook; Cost $20
Contact Vicki Englich 457.2949 by
Nov 4
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Photographing Winona for “Portrait and Place” by Drake Hokanson
For the Minnesota Marine Art Museum in Winona, I took on the task of creating a series of black and
white photographs that would convey a sense of the town and environs of Winona. WSU photographer
colleague James Bowey created a terrific set of portraits as the other half of the project, resulting in an
exhibit called Portrait and Place, which went up in September. Jim and I took very different approaches to
our subjects, which was the idea, but together as one exhibit the two kinds of photographs say complex
things about this place and its inhabitants. The show is open until December 4 and has been popular
according to museum staff.
I had about eighteen months to take the photographs and make the prints. For this project (and for
most that I undertake) I shot on medium-format film and printed each image in my traditional darkroom
on high-quality silver bromide paper to archival standards. It was a big job. I had been making photographs
around Winona prior to the creation of this project, but with this impending exhibit, I moved into high gear.
During my last year of full-time teaching at Winona State (I retired in May of this year), the project kept me
sane and gave me fine excuse to lock my office on a sunny (or snowy) afternoon and set out with the big
cameras and a tripod.
In my work, photographs are found, not made. A worthy photograph is a complex combination of
scene (structures, streets, vegetation, sky, lawn ornaments, powerlines, even perching birds), the light (low,
angled, dead flat, night, point-source), and moment (traffic, moving clouds, ripples on water, pedestrians),
and only by trolling the streets, woods, neighborhoods, industrial areas and riverbanks on foot and by car
could I discover the fragments of the world that would together make a photograph. It’s like fishing. You
have to be in the right spot at the right time with the right bait at the right depth. Except in photographing,
I might find big fish around any corner, inside any factory or apartment.
I had plenty of help from residents, which was especially important since I live in La Crosse. Watkins
archivist John Goplen spent the better part of two days with me as we lugged big equipment throughout
the offices and plant. Historical society director Mark Peterson took me around to spot historic structures I
might otherwise have missed. Daily News managing editor Darrel Ehrlick pointed out the quirky spots that
only a newspaperman would know. And pair of students in my visual communication class responded to
my plea for interesting student apartments by taking me to their rundown former church and pointing out
the rubber mice on the living room ceiling.
In all my efforts, I merely scratched the surface of a place as complex and nuanced as Winona. I told
John Goplen of Watkins that I could shoot 100 more rolls of film in the plant—he invited me back. In the
end, I submitted twice as many photographs to Marine Art Museum curator Jon Swanson as he could hang
in the show. And I still have fifteen rolls of film processed but not printed. When I called Jon to tell him I’d be
bringing a few more photographs, he interrupted me—“Stop! No more photographs—I already have too
many I want to use.” My notebook still lists dozens more places in and around the city that I’ve not yet visited or photographed. How can I stop?
What, in the end, constitutes a portrait of a place? How many photographs does it take? Of exactly
what subjects? Could a photographer create such a portrait of Winona without photographing Sugar Loaf?
As I wrote in the exhibit catalog text, my goal was not chamber of commerce photographs. I wanted
something more real, sometimes pretty, sometimes gritty. Winter with dirty snow. A feeling for life, but also
a feeling for loss. Any fifty photographers would have photographed different things in different ways. I
pondered Sugar Loaf from many angles (It’s like the Empire State Building in New York; you can see it from
many places in town), and I waited for a snowy, foggy day and photographed it from the Fleet Farm parking
lot, half hidden, still iconic. Isn’t this the way we see it more often than amidst the bright fall colors in
blinding sunshine?
It was cold the day I photographed Sugar Loaf, maybe 10°. In the winter I shoot wearing thin silk
Fall 2011 ▪ Page 6
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Are you interested in a new venture
– or ADVENTURE?

Homestead Elm

At one time the stately American elm was the
Does a Women’s Discussion Group appeal to you? dominant street tree that lined boulevards
The topics are endless, the discussions stimulating, throughout the United States. Many will remember
how elm trees graced streets throughout Winona for
the connections – priceless.
many years. The near perfect vase-like shape created
• Ending Gender Based Violence
a cathedral effect as trees on both sides of a street
• Clean water shortages world-wide
arched to the sky. Then the dreaded Dutch elm
• Women’s Natural Health
disease killed millions of trees.
• Community organizing
Today, 19 cultivars of elm are highly resis• Advocacy & activism
tant to Dutch elm disease. Cultivars such as 'Regal,'
'Dynasty,' 'Accolade,' 'Homestead' and 'Valley Forge'
Advising Services
are available as a viable option to the American elm.
Go to class! Talk to your Professors! Find a place to
These new disease resistant elms belong to four
study that really works for you!
main groups: Chinese Elm, Asian Elm, European and
European-Asian hybrids, and American Elm. WSU's
What might seem like common sense to us might
Homestead Elm is a complex hyrbrid originating from
be just the piece of information or nudge in the
the European-Eurasian cultivars.
right direction that a struggling student needs.
Homestead Elm was developed by the United
Advising Services is looking for volunteers to share
States National Arboretum and released to the public
their expertise to help students navigate college
in 1984.
successfully by serving as Academic Coaches.
The tree produces an upright oval form with
arching branches. It is fast growing and tolerant of
Academic Coaches would meet a minimum of twice
most soils. It grows straight and tall, requiring little
a semester with students who request general
pruning. The dark green foliage stays green late into
study skills/time management assistance. Coaches
fall, unlike the other elms.
would provide success strategies, structure and
WSU's Homestead Elm was orignially planted
accountability for these students. Training will be
about 15 years ago on Huff Street near Lucas Hall.
provided.
After a number of years at that site, excavation for a
new bus stop required transplanting of the tree. The
Student Record Archive Project
Homestead Elm handled the move well and now
The Student Record Archive Project is an endeavor resides on the edge of a grassy knoll located just
designed to digitally chronicle student records
southeast of Baldwin Lounge in Kryzsko Commons.
from the opening of the university to the present.
By digitizing this information we are preserving the Excerpt from "Campus of Trees Winona State
history of our university for future generations.
University" by Bill Meyer & Tom Grier
We are looking for volunteers to help archive and
compile records from WSU's proud history.
Students, clubs, retirees, senior citizens, community
members, all are welcome to volunteer. We are
Bill Meyer, 2011,
grateful to all who are willing to share their time,
Senior Groundskeeper
whether its for a few hours or a few months!
Contributing Columnist
If you have questions or would like to help with
any of these opportunities, please contact Ann
Kohner at akohner@winona.edu or 507.457.5565.
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Senior University

Spring 2012 Courses

Leaving a Legacy:
Writing a Personal Journal
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Carol Galbus, English Professor Emeritus

Three World Religions: History, Beliefs, and Practices

Facilitators: David Marshall, Jim Reynolds
Panelists: Rabbi Michelle Werner, Colette Hyman, David Marshall, Kathy Redig, Rev. Timothy Forester, Ahmed El-Afandi
What are the similarities and differences among Judaism, Christianity (Catholicism, Protestantism) and Islam? Are
these faith traditions starkly different or are there meaningful commonalities that provide a basis for a greater
understanding and a sense of “community” despite perceived individual differences in belief? Come and learn about
these faith traditions from a panel of presenters, who will engage participants in a frank, open and academic
discussion that will expand and stimulate your thinking. (Text recommended not required)

By recalling times/events in our lives and deciding which we
wish to share, we will commit to writing about these bits of
nostalgia and share with class members in order to stimulate
more ideas and enthusiasm for continuing to do so. We may
examine outside writings/writers to help us recall and write
clearly. Much writing and sharing will be done! Required
book supplied by instructor.
Tuesdays, January 10, 17, 24, 31; 1:00 – 2:30 p.m.
(limited to 10 students)

Ancient Creation Myths

Tuesdays, November 29, December 6, 13, 20; 1-3 p.m.
Course fee: $40 (Rec. text $18 addl.)
Classroom: Maxwell Hall 257

Historical Winonans now online!
ALL surviving back issues of the Winonan are now
online at the Darrell W. Krueger Library website, from
October 28, 1919 when the Winonan was the
Pow-Wow to the last issue of last year, April 20, 2011.
It is under the heading Newspapers, then
Historical Newspapers, then The Winonan or just at
https://news.arcasearch.com/usmnwsu/

Tim Penny, Feb. 15, 1972
Running for Student Senate

Easily research changes or history. See pictures of
friends, colleagues or students. View photos of
Michelle Bachmann, Tim Penny or many different
governors who have visited Winona State.
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Phone ________________________________

WSU Retiree ID# ___________________OR

Architectural Monuments of the
Western World

Senior University ID# _______________OR

A discussion of a single architectural monument
representative of its era comprises each of the five class
lectures. Considered too are various thematic links among
the buildings, whether architectural, philosophical, or
conceptual. Sculpture made for the building and how it
relates (through iconography or style) to its function is also
explored. Each lecture includes additional examples of the
featured building’s type so as to illuminate its style or its
meaning.

Indicate which course fees are enclosed:

Tuesdays, March 27, April 3, 10, 17, 24; 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

(includes $10 for May 16 field trip to Prairie Moon Nursery)

This course will focus on the conservation ethic and
environmental achievements of Aldo Leopold, one of the
most famous environmental pioneers of the 20th century.
Participants will read and discuss Leopold’s , A Sand County
Almanac, view the documentary, “Greenfire,” and engage in a
full afternoon field trip to a local prairie and watershed that
illustrates Leopold’s influence. Note: Optional day field trip to
the Leopold Center and Sand Hill Crane Foundation, Baraboo,
WI (additional cost) on May 23rd.
Wednesdays, April 25, May 2, 9, 16; 1:00-3:00p.m.

WSU Retiree Center Newsletter

City ______________ State ____ Zip _______

Please provide:

Bruno Borsari, WSU Biology Professor, Tex Hawkins and Eric Nelson, retired U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service; Joe Tadie, Saint Mary’s University Philosophy Professor

Tim Penny, Oct. 23, 2002
Running for MN Governor

Address ______________________________

A study of creation myths as scripted in Mesopotamian,
Greek/Roman, and Hebrew texts. Various interpretive
models to be considered.

Aldo Leopold’s Legacy:
The Conservation Ethic

The database is keyword searchable and presents not
only the individual articles but entire pages and
issues. You can actually go back and read the entire
run of Winonans from when you were working here.

Name ________________________________

Email ________________________________

Dominic Ricciotti, Art Professor Emeritus

(Splashing Color into Your
Life) Joan Valentine

REGISTRATION FORM

Emilio DeGrazia, English Professor Emeritus

Thursdays, February 9, 16, 23, March 1, 8; 2:00 – 3:30p.m.

Ancient Arts (Basket Making,
Stick Weaving & Fletting)

Senior University Spring 2012

WSU Retiree Center Newsletter

Birth Date _________________________

Three World Religions - $40
Vanishing Species - $40
Leaving a Legacy - $47.60 (includes book)
Ancient Creation Myths - $40
Architectural Monuments - $40
Aldo Leopold's Legacy - $50
Note: A Sand County Almanac required reading
Available at Amazon.com for $6.17

Total Enclosed $ ___________
Indicate type of payment:
Check

Cash

You may register online at: http://winona.augusoft.net

Return the registration form along with
your check or cash to:
Winona State University
Retiree Center
P.O. Box 5838
Winona, MN 55987
Fall 2011 ▪ Page 5

